
to whether habitat conditions improved after the 1980s in St. 
Mary Lake. No direct studies were made, but limnological 
surveys show that the lake is undergoing eutrophication. 
Biomass of molluscs or other food sources could be 
increasing, but this is conjecture. Also, Lesser Scaup (Aythya 
affinis), which winter on Salt Spring Island, and occur most 
years on St. Mary Lake, did not become more numerous in 
the past decade or so. If habitat changes did occur, they seem 
to have benefited only Ring-necked Ducks.
 Campbell et al. (1990) sketch the usual calendar of Ring-
necked Duck movements to and from British Columbia 
wintering areas. My observations suggest only minor 
differences from their description. On Salt Spring Island, 
Ring-necked Ducks are rarely seen from May to late 
October (Figure 2). First autumn sightings usually are in 
early November as duck numbers build for 4 to 6 weeks. 
The main departure occurs in late February through mid-
March. The mid-winter “lull”, when populations are highest, 
encompass the dates of all mid-winter bird counts in Figure 
1. By April, sightings are of small groups or single birds, and 
are more often on ponds, built or natural, than on St. Mary 
Lake. My only May to June sightings are of single males, 
possibly the same one, on my farm pond on 8, 24, 29, and 30 
May, and 7 June 1996.
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BARRED OWL FEEDS ON BAND-TAILED PIGEON

David C. Schutz

3051 Spuraway Avenue, Coquitlam, BC. V3C 2E4

 In its range in eastern North America, the Barred Owl 
(Strix varia; Figure 1) is regarded as an opportunistic predator 
that catches a wide variety of small mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, fishes, and even invertebrates (Mazur and James 
2000). It is considered a semi-nocturnal to nocturnal hunter 
although there are many reports of individual birds with prey 
discovered during daylight hours. Throughout its range the 
Barred Owl’s food habits, determined by pellet analysis, is 
composed mainly of small mammals that varies seasonally 
from about 46 - 97 % of the bird’s total diet (Takats 1998; 
Marks et al. 1984). Major secondary food items include 
invertebrates and birds.
 Although not an exhaustive search, literature describes 
at least 23 species of mainly forest-dwelling birds as 
prey, ranging in size from Downy Woodpecker (Picoides 
pubescens) to Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus). Wild 
pigeons were not listed although Campbell et al. (1974) 
reported a Barred Owl with a Rock Pigeon (Columbia livia) 
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Figure 2. Adult male Ring-necked Duck, Vancouver, BC. 9 
February 1993. (R. Wayne Campbell). Although hundreds 
of “ring-necks” are now over-wintering on fresh-water lakes 
on Salt Spring Island, they are rarely seen from May through 
October.



in its talons in downtown Vancouver.
 On 28 September 2004, at 1100 hrs, I observed a 
Barred Owl clutching the remains of a large bird in a 
Pacific dogwood (Cornus nuttalli) tree in my backyard in 
Coquitlam. Only the backbone of the prey was visible as the 
owl tore off bits of meat still on the skeleton. The owl stayed 
in the yard until dusk moving a couple of times between 
roosting in the dogwood and a nearby western hemlock 
(Tsuga heterophylla). 
 Later, I collected some of the prey remains, that included 
a wing with sooty-coloured primary feathers, from below 
where the Barred Owl was roosting. These were compared 
with life-size mounted birds in the collection at the George C. 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary in Delta. The prey species 
was what I predicted, a Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas 
fasciata).
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FIRST WINTER OCCURRENCES OF THE CAPE 
MAY WARBLER FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

Phil Ranson

1125 – 11th Avenue, Williams Lake, BC. V2G 2M7

 The Cape May Warbler (Dendroica tigrina) is a regular 
but rare local summer visitor to the Peace River region of 
northeastern British Columbia and vagrant elsewhere in 
the province where it has been recorded from 19 May to 22 
October. There are no published winter records for British 
Columbia (Campbell et al. 2001).
 On 24 October 2004, I rescued a Pine Siskin (Carduelis 
pinus) from the jaws of my family cat. The bird was in shock 
so I placed it on the feeder tray on the deck where other 
siskins were gathering. I watched the bird from inside the 
house when my attention was drawn to a yellowish bird in 
a deciduous shrub (Wiegelia sp.) along the fence line under 
the dining room window. I viewed the bird through 10 x 42 
mm binoculars. It appeared to be an unfamiliar Dendroica 
warbler, certainly not one of the warblers regularly seen in 
the Williams Lake area. Believing I may have an “eastern” 
warbler, I attempted to make a mental note of as many field 
marks as I could before the bird disappeared. While in this 
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Figure 1. Part of the successful invasion of the Barred Owl 
into British Columbia is due to its opportunistic feeding 
habits and diverse diet. Victoria, BC. 21 May 1989. (R. 
Wayne Campbell).
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