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NEw LoNGEVITY RECORD OF A
GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL FROM BRITISH
COLUMBIA

R. Wayne Campbell
2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC V8N 1J6

Determining the maximum age attained by a wild
bird requires an individual to be marked as a nestling,
usually with a leg band, and subsequently recovered
at the time of its death. When banded, it must be
released to live a normal, wild, life in which it will
encounter predators, adverse weather, starvation, and
accidents (Welty 1975). Of the tens of millions of
birds that have been banded in North America it is
an extremely rare event to have a band return for a
species over 30 years old.

On 21 July 1969, a Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus
glaucescens) chick (Figure 1) was banded (#0807-
31818) on Mitlenatch Island, British Columbia,
under a master banding permit issued to the author.
Mitlenatch Island is located near the northern
end of the Strait of Georgia (49° 57° 00” N, 125°
00° 00” W) about 13 km east of Miracle Beach
on Vancouver Island. It is a major seabird colony



supporting breeding Glaucous-winged Gulls, Pelagic
Cormorants (Phalacrocorax pelagicus), Double-
crested Cormorants (P. auritus), Pigeon Guillemots
(Cepphus columba), and Black Oystercatchers

(Haematopus bachmani) (Campbell et al. 1990a,
1990b).

Figure 1. Glaucos—winged Gull chic, 10-12 da
old, with band on right leg. Mitlenatch Island, BC.
22 July 1966 (R. Wayne Campbell).

On 20 September 2006, D. Dean found the banded
gull dead among beach rocks about 100 m north of
the northern boundary of Kitty Coleman Park. This
10 ha marine park is located about six kilometres
northwest of Courtenay on Vancouver Island, BC
and only 46 km from the gull’s natal colony. The
chick was about 14 days old when banded so the
calculated maximum age, including leap year days,
is 37 years, 2 months, 11 days old.

Verbeek (1993) suggests that the Glaucous-
winged Gull rarely lives beyond 15 years and
at maturity Vermeer (1963) gives the species an
average life expectancy of 9.5 years. Previous
longevity records for the Glaucous-winged Gull
in North America are 20 years 62 days (Campbell
1968), 21 years (Vermeer 1963), 24 years 9 months
(Klimkiewicz 2007), 25 years 6 months (Campbell
1975), 29+ years (Wakefield 1987), and 32 years
(Brown 1985).

According to longevity records of North
American birds reported by Clapp et al. (1982,
1983), Klimkiewicz and Futcher (1987, 1989), and
Klimkiewicz et al. (1983), the Glaucous-winged
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Gull from British Columbia is now the fourth
longest surviving species. The top three are Laysan
Albatross (Phoebastria immutabilis) at 50 years and
eight months, Black-footed Albatross (P. nigripes)
at 40 years and eight months, and Great Frigatebird
(Fregata minor ) at 38 years and 2 months old.

The other species in the top ten that have been
recorded in British Columbia were Arctic Tern
(Sterna paradisaea) at 34 years old and Red-tailed
Tropicbird (Phaethon rubricauda) at 32 years and
eight months old.

Literature Cited

Brown, B. 1985. Sidney man loses old-gull
friend. Victoria Times-Colonist, 24 August:A1-A2.

Clapp, R.B., M.K. Klimkiewicz, and A.G.
Futcher. 1983. Longevity records of North American
birds: Columbidae through Paridae. Journal of Field
Ornithology 54:123-137.

Clapp, R.B., M.K. Klimkiewicz, and J.H.
Kennard. 1982. Longevity records of North
American birds: Gavidae through Alcidae. Journal
of Field Ornithology 53:81-124.

Campbell, R.W. 1968. Notes on a twenty-year
old Glaucous-winged Gull. Bird-Banding 39:226-
227.

. 1975. Longevity record of a Glaucous-
winged Gull. Bird-Banding 46:166.

Campbell, R.W., N.K. Dawe, I. McTaggart.-
Cowan, J.M. Cooper, G.W. Kaiser, and M.C.E.
McNall. 1990a. The birds of British Columbia:
Volume 1 - nonpasserines (introduction, loons
through waterfowl). Royal British Columbia
Museum, Victoria, BC. 514 pp.

Campbell, R.W., N.K. Dawe, I. McTaggart.-
Cowan, J.M. Cooper, G.W. Kaiser, and M.C.E.
McNall. 1990b. The birds of British Columbia:
Volume 2 - nonpasserines (diurnal birds of prey
through woodpeckers). Royal British Columbia
Museum, Victoria, BC. 636 pp.

Klimkiewicz, M.K. 2007. Longevity records
of North American birds. Version 2007.1. Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center. Bird Banding Laboratory.
Laurel, MD.

Klimkiewicz, M.K., R.B. Clapp, and A.G.
Futcher. 1983. Longevity records of North American
birds: Remizidae through Parulinae. Journal of Field

Wildlife Afield



Ornithology 54:287-294.

Klimkiewicz, M.K. and A.G. Futcher. 1987.
Longevity records of North American birds:
Coerebinae through Estrilididae. Journal of Field
Ornithology 58:318-333.

. and . 1989. Longevity records of
North American birds: Supplement 1. Journal of
Field Ornithology 60:469-494.

Verbeek, N.A.M. 1993. Glaucous-winged Gull
(Larus glaucescens). In The Birds of North America,
No. 59 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). Philadelphia: The
Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington, D.C.:
The American Ornithologists’ Union. 20 pp.

Vermeer, K. 1963. The breeding ecology of
the Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) on
Mandarte Island, BC. British Columbia Provincial
Museum Occasional paper No. 13, Victoria, BC. 104
pp-

Wakefield, K.S. 1987. Greylegs — a most
uncommon bird. Vancouver Natural History Society
Discovery 16:47-48.

Welty, J.C. 1975. The life of birds. W.B. Saunders
Company, Philadelphia. PA. 623 pp.

4:1 June 2007

80



