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TURKEY VULTURES FEEDING ON LIVE 
WESTERN TOAD TOADLETS

R. Wayne Campbell 

2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC V8N 1J6

 The Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) feeds 
primarily on carrion of wild and domestic mammals 
ranging from shrews and mice to large ungulates 
(Kirk and Mossman 1998). The species also feeds on 
a wide variety of small and large wild and domestic 
birds as well as dead fishes, amphibians, reptiles, 
stranded mussels, snails, grasshoppers, crickets, 
mayflies, and shrimp when they are available (Brock 
1896, Keyes and Williams 1888, Pearson 1919, Tyler 
1937, Rivers 1941, Rapp 1943, James and Neale 
1986, Buckley 1996).
 Occasionally the Turkey Vulture takes live food 
items but usually in situations where animals may be 
trapped, held captive, are sickly, or are anesthetized 
(Crider and McDaniel 1967, Mueller and Berger 
1967, Glading and Glading 1970, Kirk and Mossman 
1998). Bendire (1892) reports a Turkey Vulture 
gorged with “fresh” minnows that suggest they may 
have been taken alive in a natural setting.
 In the early afternoon of 25 July 2005, I was 
travelling along the Sabiston Creek Road northwest 
of Kamloops Lake, British Columbia, when I noticed 
two Turkey Vultures circling low over a small 
roadside marsh (Figure 1). Cattle were feeding along 
the shore, and drinking from the marsh, so I suspected 
the vultures were attracted to the carcass of a dead 
cow. Soon I noticed three more vultures, 10-15 m 
apart, walking along the muddy shore among open 
patches of Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). They 
were obviously feeding and so preoccupied that they 
did not notice me. Two vultures were on land feeding 
and one was standing in water, about 10 cm deep, 
also picking up food items and plucking some of 
them from the surface. I watched this feeding frenzy 
for about five minutes as the birds picked up small 
wiggling objects, swallowed them, and then walked 
to another feeding spot. Unfortunately a truck 
stopped thinking I needed assistance and the gorged 
vultures flew off. The site is at 762 m elevation.
 When I examined the vulture feeding areas I found 
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thousands of Western Toad (Bufo boreas) toadlets 
hopping about in all directions. Most were on land 
and ranged in size from 1.9-2.5 cm in length (Figure 
2). Those in the water were floating and swimming. 
Jackson et al. (1978) report an instance of a Turkey 
Vulture wading in water and snatching a live fish and 
walking back to shore where it consumed its catch. 
The Turkey Vulture is an opportunistic feeder that 
may use different foraging tactics and food items 
when alternative food sources become available.   
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Figure 2. High concentration of Western Toad 
toadlets on damp shore of roadside marsh near 
Sabiston Creek, BC. 25 July 2005 (R. Wayne 
Campbell). BC Photo 3573.

Figure 1. Shore area of a small roadside marsh 
where Turkey Vultures preyed on live Western Toad 
toadlets. Near Sabiston Creek, BC. 25 July 2005 (R. 
Wayne Campbell).
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FIRST BREEDING RECORD FOR 
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Gary S. Davidson

Box 294, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

 The Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica 
pensylvanica) is an eastern North American species 
that breeds primarily in northern hardwood and 
mixed forests from southern Canada southward 
through the Appalachian Mountains to northern 
Georgia (Richardson and Brauning 1995). According 
to Bent (1953) it is one of the few species of 
Neotropical migrants that has benefited greatly from 
human-related activities such as clearing of forests 
and the subsequent growth of shrubby habitats that 
it prefers. The Chestnut-sided Warbler is extending 
and expanding its breeding range westward across 
southern Saskatchewan to central Alberta (Salt and 
Salt 1976, Semenchuck 1992, Smith 1996). 
 In British Columbia, the Chestnut-sided Warbler 
was first recorded in 1971 at Mount Robson Park 
(Shepard 1972) and at least 36 additional times 
between 22 May and 29 September through 1997 
(Campbell et al. 2001). During that period males were 
found in 18 different locations and near Revelstoke 
they were in full song occupying territories for 
several weeks during the breeding season.
 On 19 August 1998, my wife and I were 
wandering through the picnic site at Puntchesakut 

Lake, in the Chilcotin country east of Quesnel, 
British Columbia. I saw a small songbird flitting 
around on, and near the ground, and soon realized 
it was feeding fledged young. The adult bird was a 
female Chestnut-sided Warbler. The two fledged 
young were begging continuously. The adult female 
was feeding amongst small shrubs and plants in a 
young trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides) forest 
beside the lake. The habitat was generally very open 
making the family group quite easy to observe on 
the ground. Observations continued for about 10 
minutes.
 In southern Ontario, dates for nests found with 
eggs (n=156) ranged from 25 May to 22 July and 
with nestlings from 5 June to 7 August. Also, fledged 
young being attended by at least one adult have been 
found in the vicinity of the nest until 18 August 
(Peck and James 1987, R.D. James pers. comm.). 
Lawrence (1948) found that young might continue 
to beg and be fed by the adults for up to 28 days after 
fledging.
 The Chestnut-sided Warbler continues to 
expand its range in British Columbia, especially 
in northeastern portions of the province, where 
additional breeding is suspected (R.W. Campbell 
pers. comm.). 
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