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 The diet of Northern Pygmy-Owl in North 
America is one of the least studied aspects of its 
life history and generally is poorly known when 
compared to most other owls on the continent (Holt 
and Petersen 2000). Even though Mourning Dove 
has not previously been reported as a food item of  
Northern Pygmy-Owl (Holt and Petersen 2000), 
capturing a dove opportunistically will yield a greater 
energy return compared to capturing many smaller 
prey. For example, each dove provides enough food 
for a single owl for about five to eight days. 
 Further documentation of Mourning Dove as a 
prey species in the winter diet of Northern Pygmy-
Owl in the valley is encouraged. These observations 
will also bring attention to issues that may develop 
concerning the conservation of this tiny owl in a 
rapidly-developing valley. 
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ALBINO DARK-EYED JUNCO AT CANAL 
FLATS, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Colin Cartwright and Kathy Cartwright 

Box 321, Canal Flats, BC V0B 1B0

 On 1 January 2008, while watching a flock 
of “Oregon” Dark-eyed Juncos (Junco hyemalis 
oreganus) at our feeders in Canal Flats, British 
Columbia, we noticed a small, pure white bird also 
busy feeding. It turned out to be a pure albino junco 
(Figure 1) that was part of a flock of about 15-20 
birds that are regular winter visitors to our yard. Our 
six-acre property is mostly cleared but has numerous 
spruce, pine, and poplar trees as well as patches of 
natural brush (willows). One side is partially cleared. 
The feeding birds like the shelter and safety of the 
spruce trees where our feeders are located and move 
to and from the brushy areas throughout the day.

 Our feeders contain only oiled sunflower seeds, 
which the juncos and many other bird species, 
consume in great quantities. They also feed among 
the bushes and remains of the flowerbeds close by. 
 The albino junco appeared to be somewhere in 
the middle of the feeding hierarchy within the flock 
- dominant to some while giving way to others. The 
albino was also observed at several other properties 
within a range of about a half-mile of our place - the 
other properties being similar to ours.

Figure 1. A pure albino Dark-eyed Junco feeding 
with “Oregon” Junco at Canal Flats, BC. 1 January 
2008 (Colin and Kathy Cartwright). BC Photo 3616.
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 The albino Dark-eyed Junco was last seen near 
Canal Flats on 25 March 2008 for a visit of 84 days.
 Aberrant plumages, including varying degrees 
of albinism and hybridization, have been reported 
for the Dark-eyed Junco (Phelps 1968, Nolan et 
al. 2002, Preston and Campbell 2007) but it is a 
very rare event. In fact, in 1,847 cases of albinism 
examined by Gross (1965) for 28 species of North 
American birds only 24 (1.29%) were reported for 
the “Slate-colored” Junco (J.h. hyemals). The same 
author mentioned that of all the articles examined 
only about seven percent (129 birds) were found to 
be pure albinos.
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VEHICLE-INDUCED MORTALITY OF A 
BROAD-WINGED HAWK IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Chris Siddle

6131 Silver Star Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3P3

 Campbell and Preston (2006) provided examples 
of noteworthy records of animals found dead along 
traffic corridors in British Columbia and the useful 
information that can be obtained on distribution, 
range expansion, and natural history. On 20 June 
2008, while driving north between Tumbler Ridge 
and Chetwynd, Gary Davidson and I found a small 
dead buteo in the south-bound lane of Highway 29 six 
kilometres south of Gwillam Lake. The bird, which 
undoubtedly collided with a vehicle, was recently 
killed as its wings were still relaxed and could be 
spread without effort. We took the carcass and I 
photographed it about three hours later from several 
angles to show diagnostic features for identification 
(Figures 1 to 4). The field marks of this hawk were 
consistent with those of a “moderately-streaked” 
immature Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) 
(Taylor in Alderfer 2006, Wheeler 2003).
 Since its discovery in British Columbia in 1965 
(Cannings et al. 1987), the Broad-winged Hawk 
has slowly become established in the central and 
northeastern portions of the province where it now 
breeds (Campbell et al. 1990, Phinney 1998, R.W. 
Campbell pers. comm.). It has also become a recent 
autumn migrant of southern Vancouver Island 
(Stirling 2001). In the western Peace River region, 
however, the Broad-winged Hawk is still considered 
rare in the vicinity of Chetwynd (Campbell et al. 
2007) and casual in the Tumbler Ridge area (Helm 
2006). Therefore, this record is noteworthy and also 
brings attention to a mortality factor for the species 
in the province. It is the second specimen record for 
British Columbia (see Campbell et al. 1990).
 The carcass, as required by provincial law, was 
given to the B.C. Ministry of Environment in Fort 
St. John. Pierre Johnstone, a provincial biologist, 
has assured us that the hawk will be donated to a 
museum where it will be prepared as a permanent 
specimen record. 


